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ABSTRACT

Mochammad Fauzan, 2022. The Portrayal of American National Identity in
Robert Kirkman’s Invincible Comic Book, SKkripsi: Program Studi Sastra
Inggris, Fakultas Bahasa dan Seni, Universitas Negeri Jakarta.

This research was conducted to find out how the Invincible comic book,
particularly the third volume, depicts American national identity. The data is made
up of five pages from the third volume of the Invincible comic book. These five
pages were carefully picked for their relevance to the topic of American national
identity. To examine the data being represented, the writer applies Gunther Kress
and Theo Van Leeuwen's theories of Social Semiotics to the visual text (pictures)
and Rudolf De Cillia, Martin Reisigl, and Ruth Wodak's National Identity Theory
to the represented data as a component of American national identity. As can be
seen, every single one of the five pages includes a geographical setting with which
almost every single American individual would be familiar. Then Another
representation of the American national identity is evident in the chosen
photographs, as shown by the people and their behaviors. Due of their obvious
relationship with the United States military in the comic, these characters are

featured and are a component of American national identity.



ABSTRACT

Mochammad Fauzan, 2022. The Portrayal of American National Identity in
Robert Kirkman’s Invincible Comic Book, SKripsi: Program Studi Sastra
Inggris, Fakultas Bahasa dan Seni, Universitas Negeri Jakarta.

Penelitian ini memfokuskan bagaimana komik Invincible, khususnya
volume ketiga, menggambarkan identitas nasional Amerika. Data tersebut terdiri
dari lima halaman dari volume ketiga buku komik Invincible. Lima halaman ini
dipilih karena relevansinya dengan topik identitas nasional Amerika. Untuk
menguji data yang diwakili, penulis menerapkan teori Semiotika Sosial Gunther
Kress dan Theo Van Leeuwen pada teks visual dan juga teori Teori ldentitas
Nasional oleh Rudolf De Cillia, Martin Reisigl, dan Ruth Wodak pada data yang
direpresentasikan sebagai komponen dari Amerika identitas nasional. Seperti
yang dapat dilihat, setiap halaman dari lima halaman mencakup tempat terkenal
yang hampir setiap individu Amerika ketahui. Kemudian representasi lain dari
identitas nasional Amerika terlihat dalam gambar-gambar yang dipilih, seperti
yang ditunjukkan oleh orang-orang dan aksi mereka. Karena hubungan mereka
yang jelas dengan militer Amerika Serikat dalam komik, karakter-karakter yang

ditampilkan merupakan komponen identitas nasional Amerika.



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

First and foremost, | would want to thank Allah SWT and Prophet Muhammad
SAW for blessing me and providing me with the chance to complete my thesis.
The completion of this undergraduate thesis would not have been possible without
the assistance, counsel, and moral support of a large number of persons, some of
whose names are not included here but whose contributions are much valued,

including:

1. My loved ones. For their love, support, and prayers, | am eternally grateful to

my mother, father, sister, uncle, precious nephew and niece, and grandmother.

2. Mrs. Rahayu Purbasari, S.S., PG Dipl., M.Hum, for her advice, encouragement,
aid, compassion, and many knowledges during the thesis process so that I could

complete it in the best possible condition.

3. To my special person and friend, Rahma Aprillia, for always being there for
me, raising my spirits, hanging out with me, and providing me with numerous

insights that have helped me accomplish my thesis.

4. All of my UNJ English Literature classmates, particularly those from 17SA..

5. My friends from S.R.O. in which has been harboring and being my friends since

high school, especially for those who have always been there for me.



Table of Contents

Contents

CHAPTER ..ot ib e nne s 11
INTRODUCTION ...ttt e et e e e e e enaeeenneeas 11
1.1 Background OF STUGIES ........cccueiieiiiiieiieie et sne e 11
1.2 RESEAICH QUESTION .....eueeieieieiie sttt ettt ste s et sreeneesteeneeneas 17
1.3 PUrPOSE OF THE STUAY ....oviiieii ettt bbbt 17
1.4 SCOPE OF TNE STUY ... 17
1.5 Significance Of THE STUAY ........ccooiiiiiiiieieeee e 18
CHAPTER T1 oottt ane s 19
LITERATURE REVIEW ...ttt 19
2.1 Van Leeuwen Visual Social SEMIOLIC .......c.cvviiiiiiiniieeeces e 19
2.2 National 1dentity TREOIY ..o 27
2.3 The Study of COMIC BOOK........ccciiiiiiiiiieici e 28
2.4 INVINCIDIE ...t e et neereas 29
2.5 Systemic Functional LiNQUISTIC........c.cccoiiiiiiiii et 30
2.6 Theoretical FramMeWOTK..........ccoiiiiiieie ettt neas 35

(O o Y It S I PR 36
METHODOLOGY ..oeiiiiiiecieeie ettt e s e e nnree e e 36
TR0 Y =1 o o o PR 36
3.2 Data and SOUICES OF DALA.........coveiiiiireiie e eneas 36
3.3 Data ColleCtion PrOCEAUFIES.........oiiiieecieiie ettt sttt sre e sne e 37
3.4 Data ANalySiS PrOCEOUIES. ........cociiiiiiiiiiteieeieteee ettt 37
CHAPTER TV oottt e e nnne s 39
FINDINGS & DISCUSSION ....ooiiiiiiiiiie ettt 39
4.1 Data DESCIIPLION ....eviieieitiieeeete ettt bbbttt sttt ettt b st nnenes 39

0 1 To oSSR 40

4.4 DisCUSSION & FINAINGS ...ocuviiiieieciie et e e nee e sre e sneesnneenes 42
4.4.1 Visual Text Analysis of National Identity from Military Representation............... 42
4.4.1.1 Chapter 1 PAgE 5. .uiiiiiieiiieiei ettt 42
O A O g = o] (=] g2 = Vo SR 48
4.4.1.3Chapter 2 PAgE 5.....ooviiiiieiiieiee ettt 53
4.4.1.4 Chapter 2 PAGE 14 ......oooiieiiieieeee ettt 59



4.4.1.5 Chapter 2 PAgE 15 ..ottt 64
4.4.2 Visual Text Analysis of National Identity from Landmark/Architectural Aspect. 70

4.4.2.1 The Pentagon BUIIAING ........cccciiiiiiiiiiee s s 70
4,4.2.2 The MOUNT RUSNIMOTE......ccviiiiiiiiic ittt ettt ere ettt taesbe e sbeesbesnbesnbesnseebeesbeens 75
4.4.2.3 SANTA MONICA PIBE ... 78
44,3 TEXE ANGIYSIS ...t 82
4.4.4 Integration of Visual and Textual ANalysiS.........cccoceviiviieiiiiiic i 83

B A B Ve 85
CONCLUSION ..ttt ettt ettt e b e e nae e anbeesbneennee 85
5.1 CONCIUSTON ...ttt bbbt 85
5.2 SUGGESTION ...ttt bbb e et b bbb re 88
REFERENGCES ...t 89
APPENDICES ... .ottt b e 93

10



