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1.Thinking 

Out Loud 

When your 

legs don't 

work like 

they used 

to before 

 √ √          
The words they refers 

to her legs as the whole 

of the woman herself. 

Based on Perrine’s 

theory of figurative 

language this line 

contains personification 

in this words your legs 

don't work like they 

used to before because 

Sheeran describes the 

words your legs don't 

work as if the legs 

cannot work as a 

human activity in office 

or somewhere. In this 

context Sheeran wants 

to emphasize her 

through the part of 

body do not work again 

as usual but his love 

still the same even his 

lover cannot be doing 

anything.. The words 
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your legs don't work 

doesn’t mean her legs 

as literally but the 

words your legs don't 

work means she cannot 

do activities or going to 

places. The writer uses 

metaphor. It seems in 

word 'like' between 

your legs don't work 

and compared with 

words they used to 

before. Sheeran puts 

your legs don't work 

means she cannot do 

activities or going to 

anywhere, while your 

legs don't work 

refers to her ability 

cannot use as usual.  

In this context 

Sheeran defines 

about his lover who 

cannot do anything 
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and he tries to help 

her but he cannot do 

it and he make sure 

whether his lover still 

feel his love or not. 

 Will your 

mouth still 

remember 

the taste of 

my love? 

  √          The words your mouth 

refers to her lover’s lip 

while my love refers to 

the writer’s feeling. The 
writer uses 

personification in this 

line your mouth still 

remember the taste of 

my love because the 

writer explain that he has 
special feeling about her. 

Sheeran describes the 

words your mouth 

remember the taste of 
my love as if her mouth 

can remember his love 

feeling like human 
memory. He defines 

about he has special 

feeling about her and 

hopes that she will 
remember him trough 

kisses. 
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 Will your 

eyes still 

smile from 

your 

cheeks? 

  √          The words your eyes 

refers to his lover’s point 

of view to the writer. 

This line your eyes still 

smile from your cheeks 
contains personification 

because the writer 

implies this words about 
his lover looks very 

happy when she will see 

him. The writer hopes 

that his lover always 
happy when she meet 

him. 

 And darling 

I will be 

loving you 

'til we're 

70 

         √   The word you refers to 
his lover. Based on 

Perrine’s theory of 

figurative language, this 

sentence contains 
hyperbole because the 

writer uses exaggerate 

words in this line I will 

be loving you 'til we're 

70 to emphasize his love 

feeling will everlasting.  
In this line means that 

the writer promises that 

his love will be the same 
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until they until they 
grow old. He states that 

his love will last until 

they are 70 years old, 

age will not make his 
love disappear. 

 And baby 

my heart 

could still 

fall as hard 

at 23 

         √   
This word baby refers 

to his lover while my 

heart refers to the 

writer’s feeling. Based 

on Perrine’s theory, 

this sentence my heart 

could still fall as hard 

at 23 about his love 

feeling still the same 

always be the same 

like before. 

According to 

Perrine's theory of 

figurative language, 

in this bold line 

above contains 

hyperbole. The 

implied meaning is 

about Sheeran still 

has strong feeling for 
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loving his lover when 

he is getting old as he 

loves her at 23. 

 

 Maybe just 

the touch 

of a hand 

         √   
The word maybe 

refers to his thoughts 

about the way people 

falling in love based 

on previous lyric 

(how people fall in 

love in mysterious 

ways) 

The line the touch of a 

hand to emphasize 

about the treat for 

loving someone 

through touching 

hands. According to 

Perrine's theory of 

figurative language, 

in this bold line 

above contains 

hyperbole. The 
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implied meaning is 

about Sheeran thinks 

the way people 

falling in love with 

someone can use the 

touch of a hand 

through a good treat. 

 Take me 
into your 

loving 

arms 

 √           
See the word me 

refers to Sheeran 

himself, there is 

comparison way of 

these words are not 

directly expressed but 

it is implied meaning, 

while the implied 

meaning in this line 

your loving arms 

means he asks her to 

hug him very tight. 

This line loving arms 

contains metaphor. the 

words loving arms 

emphasizes his 

desires about love 
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feeling from his lover 

that can make him 

feel comfort beside 

his lover. In the 

context that the line 

implies his feeling 

use his lover's arms 

to compare a hug that 

always Sheeran feels 

the love by his lover. 

 Kiss me 

under the 

light of a 

thousand 

stars 

         √   
The word me refers to 

the writer. Sheeran 

exaggerates this line 

kiss me under the 

light of a thousand 

stars to emphasize 

his romantic feeling 

when he kissing her 

in the night. 

According to 

Perrine's theory of 

figurative language, 

in this bold line 

above contains 
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hyperbole. The 

implied meaning is 

about Sheeran wants 

to kiss her every 

night that make him 

feels romantic and it 

is beautiful moment 

when he shows his 

deep feeling to her. 

 Place your 

head on my 

beating 

heart 

 √           
The words ‘your head’ 

refers to his lover so 

that she can hear his 

big feeling. This line  

my beating heart 

contains metaphor 

because he wants to 

show her about the 

writer’s feeling and 

how much he loves 

her. The words ‘place 

your head’ 

emphasize he wants 

to his lover heard the 

heartbeat because he 
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loves her very much. 

In the context that 

Sheeran wants to 

show his deep feeling 

for his lover and she 

should know that he 

has strong love 

feeling and always 

thinking about her. 

 I'm 

thinking 

out loud 

         √   The words I refers to the 

writer. Sheeran 
exaggerates this line 

thinking out loud to 

emphasize his thoughts 
always remember his 

lover. According to 

Perrine's theory of 

figurative language, in 
this bold line above 

contains hyperbole. The 

implied meaning is 
about Sheeran loves her 

very much so that in his 

mind always remember 

her every day and he 
feels found the love right 

with her. 
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 When my 

hair's all 

but gone 

and my 

memory 
fades 

  √          
The implied meaning 

from this line my hair's 

all but gone contains 

personication because 

the writer wants to 

emphasize the implied 

meaning of that words. 

The words my hair's 

all but gone as if 

Sheeran's hair can go 

somewhere like human 

action. Sheeran defines 

about his lover still 

love him even he is 

getting old and his 

memory had started to 

frequently forget and 

lost all of the writer’s 

memories. 

 And the 

crowds 

don't 

remember 
my name 

      √      This words my name 

refers to the writer itself 

. This line has implied 

meaning, in this words 
the crowds contains 

symbol because he 

wants to symbolize the 
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crowds with the sound 
or people around him. 

This line means that the 

writer thinks about his 

sadness an he still loves 
his lover so much even 

the people around him 

do not know anymore 
when he is geeting older. 

 When my 

hands don't 

play the 

strings the 

same way 

    √        The words my hands 

refers to his ability or 

skill. In this line the 

strings contains 

synecdoche because 

Sheeran defines the 

whole meaning about 

he can play the guitar 

as instrument to 

entertain his lover. 

He states that when 

he is getting older, he 

cannot use his ability 

to play guitar for his 

lover but he believes 

that her feeling still 
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the same. 

 'Cause 

honey your 

soul could 

never grow 

old, it's 

evergreen 

  √       √   
This line your soul 

could never grow old 

contains personification 

because the writer 

gives an imagination 

about her lover’s 

apperance. Sheeran 

describes your soul as 

if her appearance 

cannot be grow old. He 

states that his lover 

feeling still love him 

until he is getting older 

and Sheeran feels the 

soul of his lover will 

always be young. The 

word it refers to her 

apperance who always 

looks young, based on 

previous lyric your soul 

could never grow old. 

This word evergreen 

contains hyperbole 

because Sheeran 

exaggerates this line it's 
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evergreen to emphasize 

the figure of his lover 

always ageless. 

According to Perrine's 

theory of figurative 

language, in this bold 

words above contain 

hyperbole. Sheeran 

states that through his 

sights his lover's soul 

never grows old, he 

wants to her figure 

always young to be 

loved. 

 And baby 

your smile's 

forever in 

my mind 
and 

memory 

         √   
 Sheeran exaggerates 

this line forever to 

emphasize the words 

'your smile'. According 

to Perrine's theory of 

figurative language, in 

this bold words above 

contains hyperbole. 

The implied meaning is 

about Sheeran wants 

his lover’s beauty face 

and her smiles always 
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imprinted on the 

writer’s mind, it can be 

a memory that makes 

she always look young 

in his eyes. 

2. 

Photograph 

Loving can 

hurt, loving 
can hurt 

sometimes 

  √          This words loving can 

hurt contains 
personification because 

Sheeran describes love 

as if an abstract object 
that able to hurt 

something like human 

ability. Sheeran states 

that sometimes he feels 
hurt by love and it is 

forms of sense of love 

for his special person. 

 We keep 

this love in 

a 

photograp

h 

     √       
The word we refers to 

the writer and his 

specialperson. The 

words keep this love in 

a photograph contains 

metonymy because 

defines the object 

related with their 

feeling. Sheeran 

implies his feeling save 
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in memorable thing to 

show their love. He 

states that they will 

always remember their 

love through a 

photograph where they 

make their love 

memories into the 

precious thing to feel 

the love alive forever. 

 Where our 

eyes are 

never 

closing 

         √   
The implied meaning in 

this line our eyes are 

never closing to 

emphasize their old 

memories never 

forgotten. 

According to Perrine's 

theory of figurative 

language, in this bold 

words above contain 

hyperbole. In this 

context, their eyes are 

not actually always 

open every time. He 

defines about the old 

memories that he sees 
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and feels together with 

special person as the 

precious things in his 

life because those 

photographs capture 

beautiful memories for 

him, as if his eyes are 

never closing. In the 

real life, eyes will be 

close when we blink or 

when we sleep. It 

means he hopes his 

feeling will always love 

each other forever. 

 And time's 

forever 

frozen, still 

         √   The word still refers to 

their time still like used 

to before. Based on 

Perrine’s theory of 

figurative language, The 

words time's forever 

frozen to emphasize he 

hopes the time will not 

have elapsed. According 

to Perrine's theory of 

figurative language, in 
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this bold words above 

contain hyperbole. In 

this context, time's 

forever frozen does not 

mean that time really can 

freeze like ice in the 

refrigerator or at the 

North Pole. Sheeran 

implies that he didn't 

wants to miss the 

beautiful moment with 

his special person when 

he feels the time is same 

like before, then he uses 

overstatement words that 

he hopes the time does 

not pass. 

 So you can 

keep me 

inside the 

pocket of 

your 

ripped 

jeans 

 √           The word you refers to 

his lover. Based on 

Perrine’s theory, this line 

you can keep me inside 

the pocket of your 

ripped jeans contains 

metaphor because 

Sheeran asks her to keep 
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his photo in her wallet 

that inside her pocket 

and even their love can 

be felt wherever they 

went to. The words ‘you 

can keep me’ emphasize 

about Sheeran’s photo 

that keep in the pocket. 

In this context that 

Sheeran as a photo in her 

wallet and he hopes that 

she always remembers 

him whenever she is. 

 Holding me 
close until 

our eyes 

meet 

  √          
The word me refers to 

the writer itself. This 

line our eyes meet 

contains personification 

because it is not 

literally means that 

their eyes can meet 

together. This line 

means his love feeling 

wants to she always 

remember him 

whenever she is until 

they are meet again and 
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never let her alone. 

while the implied 

meaning of this line 

every piece of you 

means the whole about 

his lover. In this 

context that Sheeran 

always remember every 

part of her is 

memorable and he easy 

to remember the 

memories about his 

lover and he cannot 

move on because of 

her. 

 Loving can 

heal, loving 

can mend 

your soul 

  √          The words your soul 

refers to his lover’s heart 

feeling. This line loving 

can heal means when 

the writer loving 

someone special that he 

thoght love able to being 

special people’s feeling. 

Sheeran describes the 

word 'loving' as if it can 
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heal or mend like human 

ability. The words 'your 

soul' implied the figure 

of his lover. He defines 

about loving each other 

can heal any 

psychological wounds 

and he will not forget 

about his someone 

special the most. 

 I swear it 

will get 
easier, 

remember 

that with 

every piece 

of you 

 √           The word I refers tothe 

writer itself while it 
refers to the writer thinks 

or feels about love based 

on previous lyric loving 

can heal, loving can 

mend your soul. This 

line every piece of you 

contains metaphor 
because the writer 

always remember every 

part of her is memorable 
or memories about his 

someone special and he 

cannot move on because 

of her. 
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 That's okay 
baby, only 

words 

bleed 

  √          The words that's okay 

means to cooling down 

for the heart feeling of 

her lover, while the word 

baby refers to his lover. 

This line words bleed 

contains personification 

because Sheeran 

describes 'words' as a 

consequence as if the 

words able to do 

something until hurt 

him. In this context lyric 

that Sheeran defines he 

does not mind his 

special person hurting 

him because he can 

stand for the pain 

because of love that just 

words. 

 Inside these 

pages you 
just hold me 

      √      
The word you refers to 

his lover while the 

words you just hold me 

refers to his lover when 

she hughs so tight. This 
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line pages contains 

symbol because that it 

is not literally 

meaning as the pages 

that are on the books 

generally but Sheeran 

portrays the word 

pages that is the 

moment or memory 

when they were 

together. He defines 

that he has great 

memory with his 

someone special that 

never forgotten even 

they hurts him by her 

negative statement 

and Sheeran still 

loves them and he 

does not want to lose 

his someone special. 

3. 

Bloodstream 

I’ve been 

spinning 
out for time 

         √   The word I refers to the 

writer. This line contains 
hyperbole because 
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spinning out means the 
writer confused about 

what is in his mind 

regarding his sad love. 

The writer uses more 
exaggerate words for the 

readers or listerners. 

 I got 

sinnin' on 

my mind 

 √           
This word I refers to 

the writer itself. This 

line sinnin' on my 

mind contains 

metaphor. that the 

implied meaning of this 

line sinnin' on my 

mind means the writer 

reflecting the sins what 

he had done. The word 

sinnin’ on my mind 

emphasizes about 

negative way what he 

thinks when he sitting 

next to couple women 

and then like there is 

sin in his mind. 

 Ripping 

out the 

         √   The emplied meaning in 

this line ripping out the 
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pages pages contains 
hyperbole because it is 

not defined as literaly 

meaning of the words 

itself while it means the 
writer overstatement 

about his sad memories 

and he can’t forget the 
bad memories. 

 Color 

crimson in 

my eyes 

      √      The words my eyes 

refers to his point of 

view. Based on Perrine’s 
theory, the words Color 

crimson contains 

symbol because the 
writer symbolizes color 

crimson  as his 

emotions. 

It is does not mean 
there’s red color in his 

eyes. He defines his 

angry or emotion that he 
cannot control because 

he feels disapointed with 

that women because 
women because she will 

leave him alone when he 

falling in love with her. 
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 Wanted to 
could free 

my mind 

  √          The words free in my 

mind in this line means 

that he wanted to forget 

all of the sadness, the 

rage and the loneliness 
that makes his mind 

filled with the 

uneasiness that is going 
on in his life. The 

subject of this line refers 

to color crimson 

(previous line ) which is 
an unliving things 

(adjective). The writer 

makes the color crimson 
doesn not action to free 

his mind. Based on 

Perrine’s theory of 
figurative language, the 

words contains 

personification because 

it is a human thing doing 
an action as if it is life. 

 I feel the 

chemicals 
burn in my 

bloodstream 

 √           The words I refers to the 

writer itself. The words 

the chemicals burn 

contains metaphor. The 

implied meaning of 
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this line the chemicals 

burn means the efect 

of alcohol drink when 

he says "sipping on 

red wine". In this 

context, the chemicals 

burn Sheeran defines 

about he feels hot in 

his body because of 

the red wine to free his 

mind. 

 Thought I’d 

find her in 

a bottle 

 √           The word her refers to 

his lover while the word 

I refers to the writer 
itself. This line bottle in 

this line means the 

alcoholic drink that he 

always drinks when he 
thinks about his lover. 

As a whole I’d find her 

in a bottle contains 
metaphor it means the 

writer wants to get the 

prensent his lover when 
he is in a drunk state. 

When people drunk of 

alcohol they 

unconciously doing 
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something out of their 
mind. 

 I saw scars 
upon her, 

Broken 

hearted 

dove 

  √    √      The word I refers to the 
writer itself while the 

word her refers to his 

lover. This line I saw  

scars upon her contains 
personification because 

it things that cannot be 

seen with our eyes. 
These words mean the 

writer do something 

wrong that hurts his 
lover feelings.  These 

words broken hearted 

dove contains symbol 

because his lover as 
innocent women that has 

been hurted by him or 

the writer. 

 Tell me 

when it 

kicks in 

  √          The word me refers to 

the writer while it refers 

to alcohol that inside his 

body based on previous 
line  (the chemicals 

burn in my 

bloodstream). The 
words kicks in means 
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that the alcohol gives the 
reaction to his body. 

Based on Perrine’s 

theory of figurative 

language, this line 
contains personification 

because “it” which refers 

to alcohol, unliving 
things has done an action 

“kicks in”. 

4. Sing Glass on 

the side I’ve 
been sat 

with you 

      √      Based on Perrine’s 

theory of figurative 
language, the sentence 

cointains symbol in the 

word glass because it 
means alcohol because 

the writer has been 

waiting beside her with 

consume the alcohol. 

 Take 

another step 

into the no-

man’s land 

 √           This word another refers 

to someone else who he 

didn’t expect while the 
word land does not 

literally mean that there 

is a place where some 

people can stay. The 
implied meaning of the 

words no-man’s land is 
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her lover is prohibited to 
get into relationship with 

another man. This line 

contains metaphor in 

order to the readers or 
listeners more 

impressive. 

 I need you 
darling, 

come on set 

the tone 

 √           Based on Perrine’s 
theory of figurative 

language, this words set 

the tone contain 

metaphor because the 

implied meaning of 

this line set the tone. 

This line context 

compares set the tone 

with words ‘I need you 

darling’. Sheeran 

needs his special 

women to boost his 

mood through enjoy 

the music and dancing 

together in order to he 

can getting closer to 

her heart feeling. 

 Feel it 
rushing 

    √        The word it refers to 
what the writer do on th 
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through you 
from your 

head to toe 

previous line (so maybe 
we could get down now), 

while you refers to her 

lover. Based on Perrine’s 

theory of figurative, this 
line contains synecdoche 

because the writer 

describe the part of her 
whole body. The words 

head to toe means the 

writer feels the sensation 

around her body when 
he feels enjoying the 

music and dance 

together. The writer 
wants to imply what he 

done with her uses his 

passion. 

 This love is 

a blaze 

 √           
The word love refers to 

the writer’s feeling. 

Based on Perrine’s 

theory of figurative 

language, this line 

contains metaphor 

because the word love 

is a blaze represents 

Sheeran’s feeling that 

the love is really strong 
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and he compares that 

his love is like fire that 

is not easily 

extinguished because 

he knows his love so 

deeply. Sheeran uses 

metaphor in this line to 

highlight his strong 

feeling in order to more 

impressive rather than 

saying the real 

meaning. 

 I saw 

flames 

from the 

side of the 

stage 

 √           
The word I refers to the 

writer itself while 

based on Perrine’s 

theory of figurative 

language this line 

contains metaphor 

because it does not 

mean what it says. The 

word flames from the 

side of the stage means 

feels desire of love 

with her because 

something special 

moment between the 
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writer and his lover. In 

this context, Sheeran 

uses metaphor because 

he wants to express 

strong feeling or his 

desire of love when 

they are in the same 

place and found a 

strong feeling of love 

between them. 

 Just from 

this one 

small act of 

kindness, 

I’m in deep 

 √           
The word I refers to the 

writer itself. The words 

this one small act of 

kindness contains 

metaphor because this 

words does not mean 

that her kindness like a 

little thing but it means 

that she treats the 

writer is well. Sheeran 

implied his comfort 

feeling through I’m in 

deep because of 

previous lyric one 

small act of kindness 

that does not mean that 
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her kindness like a little 

thing but it means that 

she treats the writer is 

well for Sheeran. He 

compares one small act 

of kindness with his 

woman as a keep that 

he knows. Sheeran 

states that he feels good 

because of her great 

treats for him until he 

feels like inside her 

feeling. 

5. Runaway Oh it could 
take a bit of 

time to 

heal this 

  √          Based on Perrine’s 
theory this line time to 

heal this contains 

personification because 

it is not mean time able 
to heal the problem, but 

it means that the writer 

hopes one day his 
problem will be fine 

again. The writer uses 

personification in order 

to more meaningful 
rather that saying the 

real meaning. 
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 Thumb on 

side of the 

roadway 

      √      This line has implied 
meaning in thumb on 

side of the roadway that 

contains symbol because 

the writer uses this 
words to symbolized that 

he is asking for a ride on 

side of the roadway. 
This line the writer 

looking for a ride on the 

road side to leave his 

home. 

 But I love 

him from 

the skin to 

my bones 

         √   The word I refers to the 

writer itself while him 

refers to his father. This 
line contains hyperbole 

in line the skin to my 

bone which is means the 

writer completely love 
his father and to Express 

his feeling to his father. 

He states that he love so 
much with her father but 

he have to leaving his 

home for another reason 

 Cold as 
stone in the 

√            This line has implied 
meaning in cold as 
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kitchen 
light 

stone, it contains simile 
because the writer wants 

to describe about his 

confused feeling. The 

writer puts cold as stone 

to show the situation 

when he saw his father 

crying and this is part of 
the saddest feeling.  

 But I was 

raised to 

keep quiet. 

 √           The word I refers to the 

writer itself. This line 

raised to keep quiet 
contains metaphor 

because this line the 

writers not to really give 
argue. In this line 

actually he is raised not 

to be a whiner in order to 

save his feeling. The 
writer uses metaphor to 

highlight about value of 

his feelings. 

 My dad 

wasn’t 

down with 

that plan to 

attack 

intends to 

        √    The implied meaning in 

this line the writer talks 

about his dad disagree 

with him to left his 
house. Based on 

Perrine’s theory, this line 
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show love plan to attack intends to 
show love contains 

paradox because in this 

line that is not like 

human action in negative 
way which is means that 

his dad prohibit what 

Sheeran is going to do or 
to love disagree but his 

father wants to show the 

kindness treatment to 

him. 

 None of us 

are saints 

         √   In this bold line contains 

hyperbole. The word 'us' 

refers to the writer and 
his mother. According to 

Leech and Short (2007) 

that this line 'none of us 

are saints' Sheeran 
exaggerates this words 

'none of us are saints' 

that he and his father 
realize about they are 

full of sins. The implied 

meaning from those 
words that he is aware 

that they are just a 

human being. 
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 Put my 

home in a 

suitcase 

         √   The words my home 

refers to his precious 

things. This line  put my 

home in a suitcase 

contains hyperbole 
because it is 

unbelieveable thing if he 

puts his home in 
suitcase. The writer just 

uses overstatement in 

this sentence. Behind the 

lyric it means he brings 
his precious things 

belonging in his 

suitcase.  

6. One And would 

you take 

away my 

hopes and 

dreams 

         √   The word you refers to 

his lover. This words 

you take away my 

hopes and dreams 
contains hyperbole 

because the writer uses 

exaggerate words in 
order to make the 

readers or listerners 

more impresssed. He 
talks about his whole 

hopes able to accept with 

her lover. In the context, 
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Sheeran hopes that she 
accepts his whole life 

future in order to life 

together with his lover. 

 All my 

senses 

come to life 

         √   The word my senses 

refers to his emotions. 

This line contains 

hyperbole because it 
impossible thing if his 

senses like human 

activity. This phrase 

means his emotions 
begin to feel what has 

been perceived again. 

 While I'm 

stumbling 

home as 

drunk as I 

have ever 
been 

  √          The word I refers to the 
writer itself. This line 

stumbling home 

contains personification 

to explain when he 
walks to home in drunk 

condition. The sentence 

means that he always 
drunk when he get to 

home in hangover 

condition. 

 Cause you 

are the 

         √   The word you refers to 
his lover. This line 
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only one contains hyperbole 
because the writer uses 

overstatement to show 

he is really love her. 

The implied meaning 
from this line you are 

the only one means that 

the writer wants to show 
she is a special person 

because he  wants to she 

is to be his mine and he 

loves her so much. 

 Another 

place to let 

their 

hearts 

collide 

  √          Based on Perrine’s 

theory of figurative 

language their hearts 

collide contains 

personification because 

the writer emphasize 

about his the other’s 
feeling in mess 

condition. In this phrase 

the writer wants to show 
impressive words to 

reader. 

 Take my 

hand and 

my heart 

and soul 

         √   
The implied meaning 

from this line take my 

hand and my heart and 

soul about he hopes that 

she is willing to accept 
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him fully. The writer 
uses metaphor to 

emphasize the meaning 

about he is ready to 

sacrifice himself for his 
best friend. The writer 

uses metaphor in this to 

make meaningful for 
reader or listener. 

 You could 

stay within 
these walls 

or leave 

      √      The word you refers to 

his best friend. The 
implied behind this line 

walls contains symbol 

because the writer 
inserts walls which does 

not mean what it says. It 

means the problems. The 
writer wants to imply 

this word to describe the 

problem what she facing 

of. 

 I listen to 

sad songs, 
singing 
about love 

 √           
Based on Perrine’s 

theory of figurative 

language, this line sad 

songs contains 

metaphor because the 

writer emphasizes his 
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sad feeling. he 

compares the implied 

meaning through 'sad' 

and 'song' that 

represent his 

disappointed feeling 

because of love. He 

compares sad song 

with ‘singing about 

love’ that represent his 

sad feeling. Sheeran 

defines about he is in 

drunk condition and 

listen to sad song to 

forget his hurt feeling 

because of love. 

7. Tenerife 

Sea 

We are 
surrounded 

by all of 

these lights 

 √           Based on Perrine's 

theory of figurative 

language (2012), the 

bold word 'lights' 

above contains 

metaphor. It is not 

literally meaning there 

is a light that 

surrounded by 

electricity, sun or fire 
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to be seen. Sheeran 

portrays ‘lights’ 

emphasize about his 

gladness or happiness 

in this lyric. He 

compares ‘lights’ with 

‘we are surrounded’ 

that represent his 

happy feeling. Sheeran 

states that he feels 

happy when he looked 

at his lover full of 

amazed feeling and he 

falling in love with 

her. 

 Cause all 

that you are 

is all that 

I'll ever 

need 

         √   The word you contains 

her lover. Meanwhile, 

this line you are is all 

that I'll ever need 
contains hyperbole 

because the writer uses 

exageration by saying 
that he is actually need 

her for his love feeling 

and he won’t she is 
leaving for him. Sheeran 

states that his feeling 

really loved his lover so 
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much and he expects his 
lover being someone 

who needed in his life. 

 You look so 

beautiful in 
this light 

      √      Based on Perrine’s 

theory of figurative 
language, this line light 

contains symbol because 

the writer inserts this 
word which does not 

literally mean. It means 

what he feels amazed 

when he is staring at her. 
The writer describes his 

feeling through 

happiness with light as a 
symbol. 

 Your 

silhouette 
over me 

      √      The word me refers to 

the writer itself. This 

line silhouette contains 
symbol because the 

writer uses this line to 

describe his memory or 
imagination of her. The 

implied meaning of this 

line the writer wants to 

reveal his lover through 
silhouette like a shadow. 
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 The way it 
brings out 

the blue in 

your eyes 

      √      The word it refers to 
silhouette based on 

previous line (your 

silhouette over me). The 

implied meaning of this 
line is in the blue, it 

means calm or peace 

situation to be seen 
through her eyes. This 

line contains symbol 

because the writer wants 

to describe comfort or 
calm situation visible 

from her eyes. 

 And all of 

the voices 

surroundin

g us here 

  √          The word us refers to the 
writer and his lover. This 

line all of the voices 

surrounding us contains 

personification because 
the writer wants to give 

imagination about 

people’s reaction around 
them. It means they just 

feel in crowded place or 

situation when they are 
both. 
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 They just 
fade out 

when you 

take a 

breath 

         √   The word they refers to 
the voices based on 

previous line (all of the 

voices surrounding us 

here), while us refers to 
the writer and his lover. 

This line they just fade 

out when you take a 
breath contains 

hyperbole because the 

writer uses 

overstatement to 
describe quite situation. 

The implied meaning 

from this line the writer 
wants to emphsize this 

situation in peaceful 

condition.  

 
Just say the 
word and I 

will 

disappear 

into the 

wilderness 

         √   The word I refers to the 
writer itself. The implied 

from this line I will 

disappear into the 
wilderness contains 

hyperbole because the 

writer uses exaggeration 
words to explain his 

desires for romantic 

treats toward her. The 



Song Figurative Language 

Meaning & 

Interpretation Titles Words Simile 
Metap

hor 

Personifica

tion 
Apostro

phe 

Synecdo

che 

Metony

my 

Symb

ol 

Allego

ry 

Parad

ox 

Hyperb

ole 

Unders

tateme

nt 

Iron

y 

writer wants to present 
the other side of him 

only just words from his 

lover. 

8. I'm A 

Mess 

Searching 
for a sweet 

surrender 

 √           The implied meaning of 
this line sweet surrender 

contains metaphor 

because the writer wants 
to highlight about his 

bad feeling about love. It 

means the writer tries to 

find a good way that will 
always be remembered 

for ending his anxiety. 

 And though 
I've known 

it for the 

longest 

time 

         √   The word it refers to 
sweet surrender  based 

on previous lyric 

(searching for a sweet 

surrender). This words 
the longest time contains 

hyperbole because the 

writer uses 
overstatement to 

emphasize he is already 

really thinking about his 

decisions. It means the 
writer gives imagination 

for the reader/listener 
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that he is really knows 
for a long time. 

 But you’re 

my road 

walking me 
home 

      √      This word you refers to 

his lover and I refers to 

the writer itself. This 
line road contains 

symbol because the 

writer wants to 
symbolized his choice 

toward his lover for his 

life. The writer wants to 

his lover gives the rest of 
her life to his life. 

 See the 

flames 

inside my 

eyes 

      √      The words my eyes 

refers to the writer’s 
point of view. The 

implied meaning of this 

line the flames inside 

my eyes  contains 
metaphor because it is 

does not literally mean 

that there is flames or 
fire burns in his eyes. It 

means his sexuality or 

desire. The writer wants 

to imply that he has 
desires when he staring 

at her and wants to 
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having sex with her. 

 It burns so 
bright I 

wanna feel 

your love 

         √   The word It refers to the 

flames based on 

previous line (See the 

flames inside my eyes) 
and I refers to the writer 

itself. This line I wanna 

feel your love contains 
hyperbole because 

exaggerates the word  I 

wanna feel your love. It 

is does not mean the 
writer feels the love like 

a food. The writer wants 

to be loved with feels his 
lover’s feeling through 

the writer’s point of 

view. 

 Easy baby 
maybe I’m 

a light 

      √      This word baby refers to 
his lover and I refers to 

the writer it self. The 

implied meaning in this 
line light contains 

symbol because It is 

does not as literally 

mean that there is light 
comes from sun, lamp, 

fire, etc but it is 
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symbolizes his 
happiness. The writer 

describes his happiness 

when he feels close with 

her. 

 And put 

your faith 

in my 

stomach 

 

         √   The implied meaning in 

this line put your faith 

in my stomach contains 
hyperbole because the 

writer gives 

overstatement her beliefs 

into his feeling. The 
writer wants to 

emphasizes that he 

hopes her beliefs can get 
into his feeling that may 

be can make him 

hungry. 

 Drinking to 

suppress 

devotion 

with 

fingers 

intertwined 

      √      The implied meaning of 
this line fingers 

intertwined contains 

symbol because the 
writer wants to 

symbolized his feeling. 

While the bold word 

fingers intertwined 
means it is not literally 

meaning that his hands 
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clenched tightly. Related 
to Leech and Short  

(2007) that Sheeran 

symboliezed fingers 

intertwined as commited 
being a couple. Sheeran 

states that he drinks 

alcohol to restrain his 
feeling so he does not 

feel alone. 

 I can’t 

shake this 
feeling now 

         √   The word I refers to the 

writer itself. This line 

shake this feeling 

contains hyperbole 

because the writer gives 
overstatement about his 

strong feeling. The 

writer wants to imply 

that he cannot doing 
anything use his feeling 

because he has a 

problem.  

 Although 

all the lies 

spoke 

         √   This line the lies spoke  

contains hyperbole 

because the writer 

overstatement what he 
speaks to her is a lie. It 

shows that the writer 



Song Figurative Language 

Meaning & 

Interpretation Titles Words Simile 
Metap

hor 

Personifica

tion 
Apostro

phe 

Synecdo

che 

Metony

my 

Symb

ol 

Allego

ry 

Parad

ox 

Hyperb

ole 

Unders

tateme

nt 

Iron

y 

speaks with her about 
his feeling and all of 

what he says just a lie.   

 

 

Table 1. figurative language’s classification 

 

Notes : 

Sm = Simile  Sym = Symbol 

Mt = Metaphor  All = Allegory 

Pf = Personification Par = Paradox 

Ap = Apostrophe Hy = Hyperbole 
Syn = Synecdoche Und = Understatement 
My = Metonymy Ir = Irony 

Note : 1 – 12 : Kinds of figurative language; metaphor, simile, personification, hyperbole, understatement, paradox, metonymy, symbol, apostrophe, 
snecdoche, irony, and allegory. 


