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CHAPTERI

INTRODUCTION

Thischaptercontainsthebackgroundofthestudy,researchquestions,the

purpose,thelimitation,andthesignificanceofthestudy.

1.1BackgroundofStudy

Powerisanaturalprocessinthefabricoforganizationallife(Haugaard&

Clegg,2012),itistheabilitytoinfluenceorcontrolothers(Nelson&Quick,

2012).Foucaultrecognizesthatpowerisnotjustanegative,coerciveand

repressivethingsthatforcesustodothingsagainstourwill,butalsoanecessary,

productive,andpositiveforceinsociety(Gaventa,2003).Oneofthemost

influentialtheoriesofpowercomesfromtheworkofFrenchandRaven(1958),

theyaresocialpsychologistwhoconductedthestudyofpowerin1959.Relating

tosocialcommunicationstudies,theydefinedsocialpowerasthepotentialfor

influenceonothers(Lunenburg,2012).Theyidentifiedfivesourcesofpowerthat

canbegroupedintotwocategories:organizationalpower(legitimate,reward,

coercive)andpersonalpower(expertandreferent).Hence,PercyJacksonandThe

OlympianseriesisdepictedwiththemostpowerfulGreekgods,Zeustakes

controlofthesky,Poseidonwiththesea,andHadescontrolstheUnderworld.

TheseriesgiveathoroughstoryoftheOlympiangodsandtheirchildrenin

ordertopreventawarbetweengodsandTitans.ThesegodsarebuiltinGreek

Mythologyandtheultimate‘source’ofGreekmythsisthepeoplewhooriginally

madethemup,andtoldthemasstories,andpassedonlatergenerations(Miles,
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2009).Thesimilaritiesbetweenthemythsfromdifferentculturesrevealsthe

existenceofuniversalarchetypes,whichJungbelievesthatallhumanssharethe

certaininnateunconsciouspsychologicalforces(Jung,1957).Mythological

narrativestudyalsoplaysanimportantroleineverygenreofGreekliteratureto

explainnaturalphenomena,culturalvariations,traditionalenmityandcomity

(Hansen,2004).Sincethestoryisbornbasedontheherooftheancientmyth

storieslikeHerculesandPerseus,manysourcesofGreekmythologiespatternsare

usedintheseries(Riordan,2016).

PercyJacksonandTheOlympianisafive-novelserieswrittenbyAmerican

authorRickRiordan,anadventurousandmythicaljourneyfromahalf-bloodchild

oftheGreekGod,Poseidon.TheseriesitselfhaswonanawardofNewYork

Times#1best-sellingin2010(Newswire,2011).Thefirstbook,TheLightning

Thief,becomesthestartofPercy’sjourneyasademigod(half-bloodchild)as

wellashisfirstquesttoretrieveZeus’lightningthieftopreventthewarbetween

gods.ThesecondbookisTheSeaofMonsterswhichdepictedPercy’sroleasa

herotosavetheCampHalf-Bloodthatwasunderattackbyanotherdemigod.The

otherbooks,TheTitan’sCurse,TheBattleofTheLabyrinth,andTheLast

Olympian,havedisplayedPercy’sotherjourneytosavetheOlympiansthatwas

attackedbyKronos.RelevanttotheOlympianseriesanalysis,thewriterfindsa

numberofresearchestosupportthisstudy.

OneofthepreviousresearchisNugroho,Sutarto,andSetiawan’s“The

ArchetypalAnalysisonRickRiordan’sPercyJacksonandTheOlympian:The

SeaofMonsters”(2014).Thisstudyaimedtoknowandanalyzewhatarchetypal
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elementsofmythfoundinthenovelanditsrelationtoAmericanideology.He

usedFrye’sarchetypaltheoryandAlthusser’sideologyandtheresultshowsthat

summerwithromanceisthearchetypeexistinthenovelalsotheAmerica

ideologythatshowedintheresearchisaboutthesuperiorityofUSA,usingPercy

JacksonasthemaincharacterasthemodernworldintheGreekenvironment.

AnotherstudyisconductedbyAlhimni(2014),intheresearch“Mythological

CharactersRepresentingTheUnitedStatesEnvironmentalIssuesInRick

Riordan’sPercyJacksonandTheOlympianSeries”,sheusedmythologicalstudy

tohelpunderstandmythologicalcharactersandtheirfunctionwithintherealmof

preserving naturalsources.Shealso used Eco-criticism to analyzethe

environmentaldegradationwhichhappeninAmericaasportrayedinthenovel.

TheresultshowsPoseidon,Pan,andSatyrssymbolizeenvironmentalissuesin

America,particularlyaboutthedegradationandtheefforttomakethembetter.

ApreviousresearchinrelationtopowerisconductedbySadati,Jafari,and

Sokhavar’s(2013)in “Rebelling againstthe DominantWhite Culture:

FoucauldianStudyoftheConceptofPowerinImamuAmiriBaraka’sDutchman”.

TheresearchstudiesinthelightofMichelFoucault’sideasinordertoscrutinize

thenotionofpowerandthepossibilitiesofresistanceagainstpowerinthesociety

ofAmericaduring1960s.Themainfocusofthisresearchistoanalyzethemain

charactersofDutchman,ClayandLula,intermsofthepossibilitiesofresistance

totheprevailingpowerandoftryingdifferentmodesofbeingaselfinthesociety

oftheUnitedStatesduring1960s.ThisresearchshowsthataFoucauldian
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resistancedoesnotleadtototalfreedomofpower,butitincludesanindividual’s

performingsomepossibleactionsinthescopethatisdefinedbypoweritself.

AnotherresearchisconductedbyRoyanianin“PowerRelationsandthe

SourcesofPowerinMacbeth:AFoucauldianStudy”(2016).Theobjectiveofthe

researchistoinvestigatetheconceptofpoweranditsrelationsinShakespeare’s

tragedy,Macbeth.Theconceptofpowerandpowerrelationsareofprime

importanceinFoucauldianstudyandmuchofhisthinkinghasbeendevoted,

thoughindirectly,toclarifythisconceptandredefineit.Thispapertakes

FoucauldianlookattheplayandtoseehowpowerexistsinMacbeth.Healso

lookathowdifferentinstitutionsandindividualsthataresourceofpowerproduce

anddistributepowerandknowledgeinsociety.Hencetomentionsomemajor

discoursesinMacbeth,aFoucauldiandiscourseanalysisusedtolaytheemphasis

onpowerandpowerrelations.Thentoelaboratetheconceptofpowerandtosee

howpowerworksthroughouttheplay.

Remarkingthepreviousresearchesabove,thewriterisinterestedtoconducta

furtheranalysisofpowerinfluencewithinthemythologicalcharactersinthe

novels.ThisresearchanalyzesthroughtheGreekmythologicalstudytoidentify

mythologicalcharactersinRickRiordan’sPercyJacksonandTheOlympian

serieswhichcorrelatewithpowerinfluence.TheresearcherusesJohnFrenchand

BertramRaven’ssourceofpowertocategorizewhichmythologicalcharacters

thathaveinfluencedothercharactersinthenovelsandpointouttheeffects

throughoutthenovels.



5

1.2ResearchQuestion

1.WhataremythologicalcharactersthatrevealtheschemeofFrenchand

Raven’ssourceofpower?

2.Howdoeseachtypeofpowerinfluenceofthemythologicalcharacters

effectothercharactersintheseries?

3.Whatpoweristhemostinfluentialintheseries?

1.3PurposeoftheStudy

1.Todiscoverthemythologicalcharactersintheseriesthatrevealthe

schemeofFrenchandRaven’ssourceofpower.

2.Todiscovertheeffectofthemythologicalcharacters’powerinfluence

towardothercharactersintheseries.

3.Todiscoverthemostinfluentialpowerintheseries.

1.4ScopeoftheStudy

ThisstudycentralizesonthemythologicalcharactersinRickRiordan’sPercy

JacksonandTheOlympianserieswhichrepresentFrenchandRaven’spower

influencethroughouttheseries.

1.5SignificanceoftheStudy

Thisstudyisconductedtogiveafurtherunderstandingtothestudentsof

EnglishDepartmentinStateUniversityofJakartaaboutmythologicalstudyand

powerinfluenceinRickRiordan’sPercyJacksonandTheOlympianseries.The

serieshasaplentyofdominantauthoritywhichportrayedbytheGreekgodsover

theirhalf-bloodchild.


