CHAPTER |

INTRODUCTION

This chapter provides background of the study, lerab of the study, purposes of

the study, scope of the study, and significanadeftudy.

1.1. Background of the Study

Euphemism is an important part of every languageesi “a language
without euphemisms would be a defective instrumehtcommunication”
(Burchfield, 1985:29). In the globalized societgople tend to avoid naming
things, objects or phenomena directly. They tenge@rch for alternative words
to express their opinions whenever they feel thards might sound offensive
so they will not hurt someone or a certain groupgling. “At first sight one
might suppose that these expressions [euphemisriparordinary, but in fact
they possess a strong persuasive character’” (26i15:151). It means that
euphemism which was once used to avoid hurtinglitener’s feelings, in
modern life has developed a different purpose wlith sound more persuasive
instead of simply sounding polite. Euphemism is ooty used in spoken
language, but it can also be applied in writterglaage, including literature.

One of the literatures where euphemism can beegpidystopian novels.
The word ‘dystopia’ was coined by John Stuart Nhll1868 and it is derived
from the Greek ‘dis topos’, meaning ‘a bad pladdilijer, 2009:827 as cited in

Desmet, 2010:11). Dystopia mainly describes howviddal expression is



suppressed in order to reach the collective gdaleeoState, and then the State
will attack dystopian citizens in both body and chisnd turn them into robots
that are supposed to live and work for the statg @erhard 2012:14).

One of the examples for the dystopian novel is Loisvry’s classic
dystopian novelThe Giverin 1993. The novel was aimed at readers around
twelve years old, the beginning age that is comsitleyfoung adult reading
(Scherzer, 2015:21). This novel is by far Lowryeatest success for it has
receivedNewbery MedabndWilliam Allen White Awardas well as being sold
more than 12 million copies and has been adaptedaiplay, a musical and an
opera (Ulaby, 2014). This is one of young-adulteisuhat is easy to read and
understand with hidden meaning of choice and inldiziism in a community of
conformism.The Giveris a quartet novel with three other books sehedame
dystopian theme, which af@athering Blug(2000), Messenge(2004), andSon
(2012). Even though there are sequels after thi®lndhe main characters in
each book are differenThe Giveris chosen as the corpus because apart from
the huge success this book has received, this massbecome a standard text in
middle schools and high schools across the Engls&aking world (Barron,
2014). Also, among the other three sequdllbe Giver emphasized the
importance of the use of language in the commuastyo avoid telling a lie, but
instead, some truths are concealed by the CommitteElders in order to
maintain the utopian community.

At first, the novel seems like a utopian novel heseathere is almost no

disruption in their community. However, as the gtdeveloped, turns out the



utopian world is actually a dystopian one, whichkiown for the dominant
control of the government in their community. Irder to create an ideal world,
a utopian world, the Elders ithe Giveruses euphemism to try to distance their
community from the reality (Schmidt as cited in Lgw183) as well as to
maintain the utopian world so the people in the momity does not know all the
bad things hidden in the words they are sayings Lowry choose to writédhe
Giver as a dystopian novel because it was the most teeeneans to
communicate her dissatisfaction with the lack ofeemess that human beings
have about their interdependence with each otherr environment and their
world.

Previous related study regarding this research besen conducted by
several researchers. Among others, Hanson (2008iesfThe Givernovel with
the title The Utopian Function of Memory in Lois Lowry’s T&wer, Sar (2012)
on her journal titledPolitical Dystopia in Suzanne Collins’ The Hungear@es
Ruiz (2015) on her journal titleuphemistic and dysphemistic language in Fifty
Shades of Grey Trilogand Arif (2015) on her journal entitle&ocial and
Cognitive Implications of Using Euphemisms in EsigliFrom English
Department of State University of Jakarta, Fild£a@13) has already studied
euphemism entitleEuphemism Used in Sherlock Holmes the SeneksPratisi
(2015) with her skripsi entitleHuphemism Used in The Jakarta Post year 1991-
1998 However, this study will not focus on the dystopior utopian elements
like Hanson’s and Sar’s research. This research alslb be different from

Ruiz’s and Arif's because this research will tryfited out the use of euphemism



by analyzing the types of euphemism as well asitbaning of the euphemistic
expression found on the novihe Giver This study will use the same theory as
Pratisi, and will be similar to Fildzah. Howevehjst study will see euphemism
as a tool to hide certain meaning or change pesppheught instead of see it as a

tool to make a taboo words become polite or incifemn

1.2. Problem of the Study
There are three questions this study would likertewer. Those questions are:

1. What is the dominant type of euphemismTine Givernovel by
Lois Lowry?

2. What is the dominant type of meaningTihe Givernovel by Lois
Lowry?

3. What is the dominant use of euphemismTime Givernovel by

Lois Lowry?

1.3. Purpose of the Study

This study aims to find out the most used typesugthemism as well as
its types of meaning, and the function of euphemised inThe Givernovel by

Lois Lowry through dialogues and narrations inrlogel.



1.4. Scope of the Study

The study focuses on the types of euphemism andatmning as well as

the use of euphemism irhe Givemovel by Lois Lowry.

1.5. Significance of the Study

By conducting this research, it is hoped that #eder will be able to shed
light on how euphemism is used to manipulate otfe@sight without them even
realizing it so in the future they will try to beome careful with the language of
people around them. Another benefit of this stuglyoi show that euphemism
can be one of the techniques used by authors t® \@rimore beautiful and

interesting story with layered meanings.



