CHAPTER

INTRODUCTION

1.1. Background of the Study

Gothic, in M. H. Abrams’sGlossary of Literary Term§004: 111),is “a
type of fiction or story which was inaugurated bgrbice Walpole’d'he Castle of
Ortranto: A Gothic Story(1764)—writtenin professed imitation of medieval
romances—andwhich flourished in the late eighteemtti the early nineteenth
centuries.” Medieval setting, often in a gloomyttgswith ghosts, supernatural
and mysterious occurrences, was usually used.

Now, the definition of Gothic is wider. Not all éfie stories with Gothic
theme are in the medieval setting. Every story \lign atmosphere of gloom or
terror represents events which are uncanny, or lbnecar melodramatically
violent is Gothic. People nowadays also not onipkiof Gothic as a style of
writing that deals with terror and horror, but atkefine them as a sense of style or
fashion and it can relate to architecture and pei#ty (Gerhart, 2011).

In the United States of America, Gothic storieseveery popular in the
late eighteenth century until the early nineteesghtury. It was the beginning of
this kind of literary work where death, suicide agrdve influence the authors in
their writing at that time. Forbidden themes sushirzest, murder, atheism, and
thetorments of sexual desire were

allowed(https:Mww.wwnorton.com/college/english/nael/18centuryie@/summ




ary7ed.htm.American Gothic Literature adapting the Europ&anthic Literature
into American Romanticism or the darker dimensibRomanticism Literature in
America. Romanticism is the movement of art aretditure in the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries against the neoclassicisrheenlightenment era from the
previous century (Hanssen &Benjamin, 2002).

Literary work is a part of human experiences amilizations. By reading
or better analysing a masterpiece, one widens dopes and knowledge about
people in terms of their thoughts, their way ofKimg at different issues, their
experiences, and their beliefs in general

(https://www.angelfire.com/mb2/abdessalami/literavgrk.html). This is why

literature is related to the society because dréated by an author—as a part of
society, to express something through the writext. tWhat is written by an
author also cannot be separated from the influeficgociety or the life of the
author itself.

In this research, writer analysedthe works of ohtéhe American classic
well-known author, Edgar Allan Poe. Edgar Allan Poé&amous for his tales and
poems of horror and mystery. Edgar Allan Poe’s warén be the most suitable
one to be analysed in this research because higkswan about the late
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries—were mosthgnhiorror or mystery genre
that represents the Gothic. Some sources saidstimaé of his stories related to
Edgar Allan Poe’s real life that he might get tmepirations from his own

experiences. For example is his family backgroumd: father abandoned him



when he was one year old and his mom died a yeer, lafter that he was
separated with his brother and sister because bead@pted by the other family.
The hard life that he experienced as an authottt@death of his wife, Virginia,
also really affect his writings. Some of his famausrks areThe Raven, The
Black Cat, The Fall of the House of Usher, The-Tale Heart, The Premature
Burial, The Purloined Letterand many more. Writer will select the works of
Edgar Allan Poe into which has the Romanticism-@oskyle, or the combination
between Gothic and love theme. The three selectwlisnare entitledBerenice
Ligeia, andEleonora

Based on the researches, beside Poe, authorstaintieasuch as Ann
Radcliffe, Lee Fanu, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, Fran8urney, and even Jane
Austen have Gothic theme in their writing, but thay have their own writing
style. Writer choose to analyse the works of Pamabse he is an American author,
and the works are so appropriate to be analyzex $ins an American literature
masterpiece that influenced or affected by the Amersociety, as the object of
this study, because America is the place wherdyfirglated Romanticism and
Gothic (Hanssen &Benjamin, 2002).

There are some similar researches that writer siskeaprevious study for
this research. Those researches also analyse l#t®nmship between the Gothic
literature with the social condition or the Gotlkiements analysed in the literary
work itself. First isGothicising London in Detective Fictions of ArthGonan

Doyleby Ravi Kantpublished inResearch Journal of Englisinguage and



Literature, Volume 2 (2014).Kantexplore Gothic atsdrelation to London, both
in terms of city’s cultural as well as geographitaidscape by contextualizing
Arthur Conan Doyle’s popular detective fictiomhe Adventures of Sherlock
HolmesSecond i&othicism in The Fall of the House of Ushr Wenfang Pang,
Digiu Wang, and Shansan Yu published in Scientiiesearch Publishing on
2015.The second journal discuss the Gothicism igaEdllan Poe’sThe Fall of
the House of Ushamnovel to detect its aesthetic feature with a @altperspective
of Gothic tradition and theory of the sublime. This Death and Love in Poe’s
and Schwob’s Readings of the ClabgicAna Gonzales-Rivas Fernandes and
Fransisco Garcia Jurado thatwas published on 2008omparative Literature
and Culture of Purdue University, Volume 10. Theitevs analyse the
relationship between ancient and modern textstthascends mere imitation or
inspiration especially in Poe and Schwob’s writifigen A “Beastly Blood
Sucking Woman”: Innovations of A Gothic Monster Dorothy L. Sayers’s
Unnatural Deathby Katherine published in The Irish Journal of otand
Horror Studies, Volume 12 (2013), which discussdday L. Sayers'sJnnatural
Death(a novel) and her use of Gothic horror and Semsdiction devices from a
perspective informed by Foucault's conception of tlabnormal individual”.
Finally,Comparison of Gothic Genre in both English and @bk Fiction
(2012)byJing CAO and Linda Dryden published in in&gional Journal of Social
Science and Humanities, Volume 1, which is aboatdbmparison between the

Gotbhic literature in England and China.



The differences of those researches with this rekeare, this research
take the setting of Romanticism era in the Unitéate® and use short stories of
Edgar Allan Poe in the Gothic-love genre only todfithe values of it to the
American society at that time. Eventhough Ana GewRivas Fernandes and
Fransisco Garcia Jurado also have the same corbich w6 Edgar Allan Poe’s
short stories in the Gothic-love theme, but they ot relate it with the social
condition, they just analyse how modern author&athic narratives read certain
ancient texts regarding love and death and use theheir own narratives. This
research want to see the characteristics of the ridare society in the
Romanticism era reflected in Edgar Allan Poe’s sistories in the Gothic-love

theme.

1.2. Problem of the Study
Based on the background of the study, the followegparch question is
proposed as follows:
1). What is theGothic values in Edgar Allan Pcdisrt stories?
2). How do the Gothic values in Edgar Allan Poef®rs stories reflect the

characteristics of American society in Romanticesia?



1.3. Purpose of the Study
The purpose of the study isto find out the Goth&dues and how do
Gothic values in Edgar Allan Poe’s short storigteot the characteristicsof the

American society in Romanticism era.

1.4. Scope of the Study

This research focuses onthree of Edgar Allan Padisrt stories
entitledBerenice, Ligeiand EleonoraThe chosen stories selected because those
are the stories of Poe which have the most sirtidgaramong all of his stories: in
the Gothic and love theme, the title used the nafm@ woman whom the main

character loved, and all of them ended up deakerstory.

1.5. Significances of the Study

The significances of this study are give contribatand help those who
are interested to analyse a gothic literary workeemlly to the students of
English Department of State University of JakaBeside that, writer also hoping
that the finding of the relation between the authavorks and the author’s
experiences in the society will make readers cafizee that literature such as
short story is more than just a fiction, it can &nd the knowledge about people in
terms of their thoughts, their way of looking affelient issues, their experiences,

and their beliefs in general.






