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ABSTRAK 
 
Putri, Nurul Herti Afifah. 2023. Searle’s Illocutionary Acts as a Justifier tools 
in Ted Bundy last interview with Dr. Dobson. Skripsi: Jakarta, Program Studi 
Sastra Inggris, Fakultas Bahasa dan Seni, Universitas Negeri Jakarta. 
 
Penelitian ini menganalisis tindak ilokusi sebagai alat pembela dalam wawancara 
Ted Bundy dengan dokter Dobson sebelum akhir hayatnya. Tujuan dari penelitian 
ini untuk mengidentifikasi wawancara yang menggunakan tindak ilokusi sebagai 
alat pembela atas tindak kejahatan Bundy dan menganalisis tindak ilokusinya. 
Pendekatan pragmatis digunakan dalam penelitian ini dan mengaplikasikan tindak 
ilokusi oleh Searle 1979. Penelitian ini merupakan penelitian kualitatif dengan 
metode penelitian deskriptif analitik interpretatif. Data penelitian diambil dari 
transkrip wawancara terakhir Ted Bundy dengan dokter Dobson dan dikembangkan 
dari jawaban Ted Bundy yaitu kata, kalimat, dan ucapan yang mengandung tindak 
ilokusi. Terdapat 43 data yang ditemukan dalam data penelitian. Temuan 
mengungkapkan bahwa dari 5 tindak ilokusi oleh Searle, tindakan ekspresif dan 
representatif merupakan yang paling dominan diucapkan Ted Bundy sebagai alat 
pembela. Dengan menggunakan tindakan ekspresif dan representatif Ted Bundy 
untuk mengurangi hukumannya. Tindakan ekspresif ditunjukkan Bundy dengan 
mengutarakan penyesalan dan Ikhlas akan takdirnya, sedangkan Tindakan 
representative ditunjukkan Bundy dengan mengutarakan fakta dia terpengaruh oleh 
pornografi dan menjadikan Bundy seorang pembunuh berantai. 
 
Kata Kunci: Tindak Ilokusi, Ted Bundy, Wawancara, Pendekatan Pragmatis 
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ABSTRACT 
 

Putri, Nurul Herti Afifah. 2023. Searle’s Illocutionary Acts as a Justifier tools 
in Ted Bundy last interview with Dr. Dobson. Skripsi: Jakarta, Program Studi 
Sastra Inggris, Fakultas Bahasa dan Seni, Universitas Negeri Jakarta. 
 
This study analyzes illocutionary acts as a justifier tool in Ted Bundy last interview 
with Dr. Dobson prior to his death execution. The objectives of this study are to 
identify the illocutionary acts that used as a justifier of Ted Bundy’s murder in the 
interview and to elaborate also analyzes the illocutionary acts that is used to justifier 
Bundy’s murder. This study uses pragmatic approach with Searle (1979) 
illocutionary acts theory. This study is a qualitative approach with descriptive-
analytical interpretative method. The data of the study were taken from Ted Bundy 
last interview transcript and taken from Bundy’s utterances in the speech such as 
words, phrases, or utterances that contains illocutionary act. There are 43 data has 
been found from the interview. The findings revealed from 5 category of 
illocutionary acts by Searle, expressive and representative is the most used by Ted 
Bundy as a justifier tools. With the use of expressive act and representative act, 
Bundy expect lessen punishment. The use of expressive act shown by the utterance 
of remorse and resigned while the use of representative act shown by the utterance 
of fact of how he was influenced by pornography and resulted Bundy to become a 
serial killer. 
 
Keyword: Illocutionary Act, Ted Bundy, Interview, Pragmatic approach  
 
  



 
 

vii 
 

  ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 
The writer would like to express her greatest gratitude to the almighty God, 

Allah SWT for all of his blessings and guidance for the writer was able to overcome 

all obstacles not only when the writer writing this thesis but also every other time 

the writer faced an obstacle. The writer wants to say her gratitude and thankfulness 

to the writer’s family for their endless support and courage while making the thesis, 

especially Mama, even though you’re not here anymore you will always be the 

writer number one motivation to finish this thesis, Thank you.  

The writer also expresses her gratitude to her great supervisors, Ma’am 

Nurbaity, M. Hum and Ma’am Atikah Ruslianti, M. Hum for their guidance and 

encouragement during completing this thesis. Also, to all of English Literature 

study program lecturers. The writer also wants to thanks her friends; BTN, bye 

tobat, and Sabda creative for their supports. Thank you for always being here in ups 

and downs. 

And lastly the writer also wants to express gratitude for the writer itself. 

Thank you for not giving up, thank you for bearing up, thank you for be able to 

finish the thesis. 

 

June, 2023 

Nurul Herti Afifah Putri 

 

  



 
 

viii 
 

TABLE OF CONTENT 

 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT .................................................................................... vii 

TABLE OF CONTENT ....................................................................................... viii 

CHAPTER I ............................................................................................................ 1 

INTRODUCTION .................................................................................................. 1 

1.1 Background .................................................................................................... 1 

1.2 Research questions ......................................................................................... 7 

1.3 Purpose of the study ....................................................................................... 7 

1.4 Scope of the study .......................................................................................... 7 

1.5 Significance of the study ................................................................................ 8 

CHAPTER II ........................................................................................................... 9 

LITERATURE REVIEW........................................................................................ 9 

2.1 Linguistics ...................................................................................................... 9 

2.2 Pragmatics .................................................................................................... 10 

2.2.1 Speech Acts........................................................................................... 11 

2.2.2 Context .................................................................................................. 15 

2.4 Theodore Robert Bundy ............................................................................... 18 

2.5 Theoretical Framework ................................................................................ 21 

CHAPTER III ....................................................................................................... 22 

METHODOLOGY ................................................................................................ 22 

3.1 Research Methodology ................................................................................. 22 

3.2 Data and Data Sources.................................................................................. 22 

3.2.1 Data of the Study .................................................................................. 22 

3.2.2 Source of the Data................................................................................. 22 

3.3 Data Collecting Procedures .......................................................................... 23 

3.4 Data Analysis Procedures ............................................................................. 23 

3.5 Data Analysis Table ..................................................................................... 24 

CHAPTER IV ....................................................................................................... 25 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION .......................................................................... 25 

4.1 Findings ........................................................................................................ 25 

4.2 Discussion .................................................................................................... 27 

4.2.1 Illocutionary Act ................................................................................... 28 



 
 

ix 
 

4.2.1.2 Representative Data ........................................................................... 39 

4.2.1.3 Directive Data .................................................................................... 49 

4.2.1.4 Commissive Data ............................................................................... 52 

4.2.1.5 Declarative Data ................................................................................ 53 

CHAPTER V ......................................................................................................... 54 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION ................................................................. 54 

5.1 Conclusion .................................................................................................... 54 

5.2 Suggestion .................................................................................................... 55 

REFERENCES ...................................................................................................... 56 

APPENDIX ........................................................................................................... 59 

 
  


