
Representation of Afro American Culture in 

Langston Hughes’ Poems 

 

 

 

Winda Sukma Ardhianti 

1209619040 

 

A Thesis Submitted in Partial Fulfilment of the Requirement for the 

Bachelor Degree of Literature in English Literature Study Program 

 

ENGLISH LITERATURE STUDY PROGRAM 

FACULTY OF LANGUAGES AND ARTS 

UNIVERSITAS NEGERI JAKARTA 

2024 











ABSTRAK

Ardhianti, Winda Sukma. 2024. Representation of Afro American Culture in
Langston Hughes’ Poems. Skripsi: Jakarta, Program Studi Sastra Inggris,
Fakultas Bahasa dan Seni, Universitas Negeri Jakarta.

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menganalisis bagaimana keenam puisi Langston
Hughes yang berjudul The Negro Speaks of Rivers, I, Too, Let America Be
America Again, Mother to Son, The Negro Mother, and Dream Variations
merepresentasikan budaya Afro-Amerika melalui perangkat bahasa yang
digunakan. Dalam menganalisis, teori yang digunakan penulis adalah cultural
materialism oleh Raymond Williams dengan menggunakan metode deskriptif
kualitatif, penelitian ini menganalisis kata, frasa dan klausa yang menunjukan
representasi dari Afro-Amerika. Hasil analisis menunjukkan bahwa keenam puisi
tersebut mempresentasikan Afro-Amerika yang banyak ditemukan pada anafora,
imajeri, simbolisme, simile, dan personifikasi. Di samping itu, nilai budaya yang
didapat dari puisi-puisi tersebut mengajarkan tentang tantangan dalam kehidupan
seperti bekerja keras, percaya diri, memiliki keinginan serta tekad, mempelajari
dan menghormati sejarah budaya.

Kata Kunci: Representasi, Afro-Amerika, Cultural Materialism, Puisi, Langston
Hughes.

iv



ABSTRACT

Ardhianti, Winda Sukma. 2024. Representation of Afro American Culture in
Langston Hughes' Poems. Thesis: Jakarta, Department of English Literature,
Faculty of Languages and Arts, State University of Jakarta.

This study aims to examine how Langston Hughes' six poems entitled The Negro
Speaks of Rivers, I, Too, Let America Be America Again, Mother to Son, The
Negro Mother, and Dream Variations represent Afro-American culture through
the language devices used. In analyzing, the theory used by the author is cultural
materialism by Raymond Williams using a qualitative descriptive method, this
study analyzes words, phrases, and clauses that show representations of
Afro-Americans. The results of the analysis show that the six poems represent
Afro-Americans which are mostly found in anaphora, imagery, symbolism, simile,
and personification. In addition, the cultural values obtained from the poems teach
about challenges in life such as working hard, being confident, having desire and
determination, learning, and respecting cultural history.

Keywords: Representation, Afro-American, Cultural Materialism, Poetry,
Langston Hughes.
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