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INTRODUCTION

1.1. Background of the Study

People in the world are created equal in terms of human rights even though each person has
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society since a long time ago. Racism in the United States began in the 17™ century when
Europeans brought African slaves to the American colonies. Throughout the 17" century, the
Europeans turned to African slaves because they were plenty and cheaper than indentured
servants who were mostly poor Europeans. As slave population grew rapidly, their living

conditions became harsher since they worked harder, died earlier, and had less opportunity of



gaining freedom. Through the 13" Amendment in the 1865, the slavery was officially abolished,
but the racism is not completely gone after that (Klarman, 2007). The long period of slavery in
the United States has affected on how both white and black people treat each other until now.
White people, who feel superior, are being racist and treating black people unequally even
though equality was mentioned in the preamble of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

Until today those racial inequalities are still happening in the United States. The slavery has

indeed been abolished, but exisSts~tndmore-sibtte~forms that occur through racial

discrimination, stereotype

and/prejudice (Healeyy 2002).
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in a poem (Lee, 1965). Both lyric and poemt expresS the writer’s thoughts, feelings and emotion
and written in poetical way. The language that is used in song lyrics or poetry could contain an
implicit or explicit meaning and cannot be taken literally. Therefore, the lyrics may be
interpreted differently by the listeners. So, not all of the listeners can easily understand the

implied meaning that a writer is trying to convey. For that reason, to understand more about the



lyrics, it is necessary to analyze word, phrases, and lines in denotative and connotative level so

the whole meaning can be interpreted.

According to Erickson (2010:10), song lyric and poem is used to propose the ideas about the
life. Through song lyrics, a writer is able to express their emotions and feelings toward
something or someone, so it is not always mere imagination, but also usually reflects on what is

happening in his or her life. Song lyrics are created as a reflection of the real life according to

what the writer has been feltA€aéd il'l ere.are, various themes that a writer

discusses in his or hgf sopg-lyrics. They ca about social issUES as racism, war and

peace, poverty, matefiglism, etc. Song lyrics rtant because they can\bg a tool for change,
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singer and sang rlter who use song lyrics as a weapon to fight agalnst racism that is still
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Logic is one of many singers or rappers that not only talks about raC|sm and equallty, but also
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self-love, sumde prevention, and also polltlcal message in his song Iyncs He |s an American
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singer, rapper, songwriter and music producer. Sir Robert Bryson Hall 11 or also known as Logic
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was born in Gaithersburg, Maryland in 1990. Even though his father is an American-African, he
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has his mother skin who is a Caucasian and because of that, he often faces racial discrimination
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on both sides as a white and blacm (thefamouspeopm The lyrics that he wrote mostly

based on his personal experiences such as his feelings about racism and how he inspires people

to be a better person through his song lyrics. Since Logic’s song lyrics are based on his personal

experiences, it is necessary to analyze his sociological background in order to know his intention

of writing racism issue in his lyrics. To analyze Logic’s sociological background, the writer will

be using sociology of literature approach.



Sociology of literature is one of literary approaches that can be applied in the study of
literary works. Wellek and Warren (1994) have proposed three kinds of approaches in sociology
of literature; those are sociology of the writer, sociology of the literary work and sociology of the
reader. Sociology of the writer covers writer’s social status, social ideology, social and cultural
background, and other issues relating to the writer as a producer of literature, while the sociology

of literary work examines the social content, purpose, as well as other things implied in the
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There are some previous studies that are related to the issue that have been discussed plenty
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of times. First, Agata Szulkowska in his journal article entitled The Problem of Racism in
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Kathryn Stockett’s novel The Help (2009) discusses the problem of racism which experienced by
o

black maids in the 1960s in Jackson, Mississippi as depicted in Kathryn Stockett’s The Help. It

discusses different types of racism, such as overt, institutional, and structural, which occur in the

novel.

Second, in study entitled An analysis of the Racial Discrimination Suffered by Edgar Allan in
John Neufeld’s Edgar Allan (2017) conducted by Mas Muhammad Idris discusses the racial

discrimination in Edgar Allan novel which written by John Naufeld. This study depicts how the



white people executed the subordinate people through their treatments of racism. The results of
this study show the structural racism that occurred in the novel is in the forms of aversive racial
attitudes, individual racism, institutional racism and interpersonal racism. Moreover, the
expressions of prejudice namely anti-locution of prejudice, avoidance of prejudice,

discrimination of prejudice and extermination of prejudice had been discussed in this study.

Third, a study entitled ‘We Gon’ Be AlrightzKendrick Lamar’s Criticism of Racism and the
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racism in Lag QO ics. There are three of Logic’s song lyrics which talks about racism
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that the writer is going to analyze; those ‘aﬁg Black Spiq_e_fman, Everybody and Take it Back.
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1.2. Research Question
1. How is racism portrayed in Logic’s song lyrics?

2. How does Logic’s sociological background influence his writing?



1.3. Purpose of the Study
1. To find out how racism is portrayed in Logic’s song lyrics

2. Toinvestigate how Logic’s sociological background influences his writing.

1.4. Scope of The Study
The focus of this study will be based on analyzing the racism issue in Logic’s song lyrics

and analyzing how Logic’s sociological background influences his writing.

1.5. Significance of The S
This study is exXpé stydying about racism
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