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ABSTRAK

Penelitian ini mengkaji secara kritis representasi kehidupan urban dalam novel
metropop Resign! karya Almira Bastari, berfokus pada bagaimana gaya hidup
tokoh dan latar perkotaan membentuk maknanya. Metropop, subgenre populer,
sering menggambarkan dinamika kehidupan kota dan dilema romansa yang relevan
dengan realitas sosial kontemporer. Oleh karena itu, penelitian ini bertujuan untuk
mengkaji secara mendalam bagaimana novel Resign! karya Almira Bastari
merepresentasikan berbagai aspek kehidupan kaum urban. Metode penelitian ini
menggunakan pendekatan kualitatif dengan analisis tekstual berdasarkan teori
representasi Stuart Hall dan kajian budaya populer. Data dikumpulkan dari unsur
struktural novel. Hasil penelitian mengidentifikasi enam ciri gaya hidup urban:
anonimitas/stratifikasi sosial, hierarki kekuasaan, identitas kerja lembur,
toleransi/heterogenitas, individualisme/isolasi, dan hedonisme. Novel ini secara
ambivalen mengkritisi sistem kerja toksik dan mengafirmasi gaya hidup konsumtif
kelas menengah atas yang terlihat dari konsumsi simbolik, pendidikan global,
perjalanan mewah, hiburan premium, serta penggunaan teknologi digital. Novel ini
berhasil menangkap esensi budaya urban, menyajikan kritik dan afirmasi secara
kontekstual dalam format roman populer yang relevan.

Kata Kunci: Representasi Urban, Metropop, Sastra Populer, Fiksi Roman, Kajian
Budaya Populer



URBAN REPRESENTATION IN ALMIRA BASTARI’S METROPOP NOVEL
RESIGN!: A STUDY OF POPULAR CULTURE
Syara Az Zahra
Adpvisors: Dr. Irsyad Ridho, S.Pd., M.Hum. and Dr. Saifur Rohman, S.,S.,
M.Hum.

ABSTRACT

This study critically examines the representation of urban life in Almira Bastari's
metropop novel, Resign!, focusing on how character lifestyles and urban settings
form its meaning. Metropop, a subgenre of popular literature, often portrays the
dynamics of city life and romantic dilemmas relevant to contemporary social
realities. Therefore, this research aims to thoroughly investigate how Resign!
represents various aspects of urban dwellers' lives. The research employed a
qualitative approach with textual analysis, based on Stuart Hall's theory of
representation and popular culture studies. Data were collected from the novel's
structural elements. The findings identify six characteristics of urban lifestyle:
anonymity/social stratification,  formal structure/power hierarchy,
specialized/overworked identity, tolerance/social heterogeneity,
individualism/social isolation, and hedonism. The novel ambivalently critiques
toxic urban work systems while affirming the consumerist lifestyle of the upper-
middle class, evidenced by symbolic consumption, global education, luxury travel,
premium entertainment, and digital technology use. Ultimately, Resign!
successfully captures the essence of urban culture, presenting critique and
affirmation contextually within a relevant popular romance format.

Keyword: Urban Representation, Metropop, Popular Literature, Romance Fiction,
Cultural Studies
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