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ABSTRAK

Ramadhan, Muhammad Rizky. 2025. Representasi Kekerasan Anak sebagai
Humor Gelap dalam Kartun Family Guy. Skripsi: Jakarta, Program Studi
Sastra Inggris, Fakultas Bahasa dan Seni, Universitas Negeri Jakarta.

Penelitian ini mengeksplorasi representasi kekerasan terhadap anak sebagai bentuk
humor gelap dalam sitkom animasi Family Guy, dengan fokus pada bagaimana
makna psikologis dan budaya tertanam dalam penggambaran humor tentang
pelecehan, penelantaran, dan agresi terhadap anak-anak. Penelitian ini menganalisis
beberapa adegan Family Guy dengan menggunakan Teori Relief Freud dan model
semiotika Roland Barthes, khususnya denotasi, konotasi, dan mitos. Melalui
pendekatan kualitatif deskriptif, 20 adegan diperiksa berdasarkan konten visual dan
verbalnya. Analisis berikut mengungkapkan bahwa tindakan kekerasan terhadap
anak-anak secara konsisten dibingkai dengan menggunakan komedi yang dilebih-
lebihkan dan skenario yang tidak masuk akal. Adegan-adegan yang melibatkan
pengabaian orang tua, kegagalan institusional, dan karakter predator seperti Herbert
mengilustrasikan bagaimana Family Guy menyamarkan kritik sosial dalam humor.
Temuan ini menunjukkan bahwa penggunaan humor gelap dalam acara ini
berfungsi sebagai hiburan dan komentar budaya, memungkinkan penonton untuk
terlibat dengan subjek yang tabu namun tetap terlepas secara emosional. Perlakuan

Kata kunci: humor gelap, kekerasan anak, Family Guy, Teori Relief, semiotika,
satir, representasi media



ABSTRACT

Ramadhan, Muhammad Rizky. 2025. The Representation of Children
Violence as Dark Humor in Family Guy Cartoon. Undergraduate Thesis :
Jakarta, English Literature Study Program, Faculty of Language and Arts,
Universitas Negeri Jakarta.

This study explores the representation of child violence as a form of dark humor in
the animated sitcom Family Guy, focusing on how psychological and cultural
meanings are embedded within humorous portrayals of abuse, neglect, and
aggression toward children. This study analyzes selected Family Guy scenes using
Freud’s Relief Theory and Roland Barthes’ semiotic model, particularly denotation,
connotation, and myth. Through a descriptive qualitative approach, 20 scenes were
examined based on their visual and verbal content. The analysis revealed that
violent acts toward children are consistently framed using comedic exaggeration
and absurd scenarios. Scenes involving parental neglect, institutional failure, and
predatory characters like Herbert illustrate how Family Guy disguises social
critique within humor. These findings suggest that the show’s use of dark humor
serves as both entertainment and cultural commentary, allowing audiences to
engage with taboo subjects while remaining emotionally detached.

Keywords: dark humor, child violence, Family Guy, Relief Theory, semiotics, satire,
media representation

Vi



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

First and foremost, all praise and gratitude to Allah SWT, who has granted
me peace and guidance throughout the process of completing this undergraduate
thesis titled “The Representation of Children Violence as Dark Humor in Family
Guy Cartoon”. This undergraduate thesis is submitted in partial fulfillment of the
requirements for the Bachelor Degree of Literature in English Literature Study

Program.

The completion of this undergraduate thesis would not have been possible
without the support, guidance, assistance, and advice from various parties

throughout the process. Hence, the author would like to send his gratitude to:

1. Dr. Ellita Permata Widjayanti, M.A, as the Head of English Literature Study
Program Universitas Negeri Jakarta.

2. Rahayu Purbasari, M. Hum, as the Academic Advisor of Class 2021 A
English Literature Study Program.

3. Dwi Linda Kusuma, M. Hum, as the first Advisor of the author’s thesis, who
has guided the author in making this thesis until the end.

4. Atikah Ruslianti, M. Hum, as the second Advisor of the author’s thesis,
along with the first advisor has guided the author with the making of this
thesis.

5. Ir. Putut Wahono and Dida Hildayani, as the author’s parents who have
provided material and moral support beyond measure.

6. Muhammad Fadhlurrahman and Raihana Khoirunnisa Wahono, as the
author’s siblings, who have provided as much support throughout the
making of this thesis.

7. Muhammad Aditya Hartono, Jihan Valentina, Rizky Dharmawan, and Rafi
Hanif, as the author’s group of friend from senior high school, who would
share their advice and company throughout the making of this thesis.

8. My fellow classmates in Class 2021 A, who have supported the author with
their guidance and company throughout the making of this thesis and this

academic journey.

Vii



9. Maharani Kirei Nadhifa Arman, Aulia Fatihani Aviandy, as the author’s
trusted mates in college, who have accompanied the author throughout the
high and low of this thesis and academic journey.

10. The author’s group of college friends, which consists of Adissya Rizqy,
Alfina Maulidia, Aliya Raihana, Jacklyn Meiliana, Jasmine Yonanta,
Muhammad Syarifuddin, and Rafi Syahid, who have been struggling
together throughout our academic journey and this thesis, along with their

help and advice in completing this thesis.

Thank you for everyone who have accompanied me during this thesis. The
author deeply apologizes due to his inability to mention each individual who have
assisted this journey. May Allah SWT repay your kindness with blessings until the

end of time. The author hopes this thesis could provide benefits to its readers.

Jakarta, 6 July 2025

Muhammad Rizky Ramadhan

viii



TABLE OF CONTENTS

LEMBAR PENGESAHAN ....ooiiiiiiiitinneinninneinnecssicsessessseesssssssssssesssesssses i
LEMBAR PERNYATAAN ..cocotviirnnicssnicsssnicssssssssssssssssesssssssssssssssssosssssssssssssssssss ii
LEMBAR PERNYATAAN PERSETUJUAN PUBLIKASI.......ccceevreernrecnns iii
ABSTRAK ..uuuotitiitintinntenneintisseisseessessstssssssssesssassssesssssssssssssssssassssssssssssassss v
ABSTRACT ....uuuiiiieneisisnnssisssncsnccsssessssssscessaesssssssssssasssssessssessssssssssssasssssssssssasss vi
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT .......cuuiiniiiinninsnnicninsninsnncsssisssesssssssssssssssssesssssssanes vii
TABLE OF CONTENTS ..cctiiiiitiitiintenneinnessnesssissseesssesssesssscssssssssssssssssassss ix
LIST OF FIGURES ....uuuuitiiniinninteinnennnintissnecssssssessssesssessssssssassssssssssssssssss xi
CHABNER L.....oovecneee B .....oooo ol oeneennec SR ..ooooesnssonsnssosssfpes ihesssese 1
INTRODUCTION .1
1.1 Background of the STUAY ......cc.oeeniiiiiiiiiiiiie et 1
1.2 RESEAICH QUESTION w.enieiniiiiiiiiiiiie ettt ettt e et ea et s eenenenenesesnsaens 7
1.3 PUrpOSE Of the STUAY ..cuiiniiniiiiiiiii et et e e eaeeaeaaaaas 8
1.4 SCOPE OF TNE STUAY .ceuiiniiiiiiiiie ettt et e e e e e e et eaeersaeaaaaans 8
1.5 Significance of the STUAY .....c.viuiiiiii et eee e eeseaeanes 8
(AU NDS P W W A S | 10
LITERATURE REVIEW......iiiiiinnnnicssiicssssisssssessssessssscssssasssssacsassassesss 10
2.1 Definition of Dark Humor and the Unconscious Function of Humor ............. 10
2.1. 1 Freud’s Relief TREOIY uuvnieiiie et r e e e aas 11
21.2Bephession T . . e SR N T AL 13
2.1.3 Cultural and Social Background of Children Violence ........cc.ccccuuennenn.n. 13

2.2 5emiotiCs B .- Mugeereereereeneseeroeneererannereerens e, TSR L eaees e naes 15
2.2.1 Definition of Denotation ...........cocoevuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin 16
2.2.2 Definition of Connotation .........c.ccouuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin 17
2.2.3 Definition Of MYTh ... e eeeeeee e e e e eas 17

2.3 Theoretical Framework ...........ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 19
CHAPTER LI ...uuuonniiiiiiiiiniieinneisnicssesnsicssessssesssesssssssssssssssssasssssssssssssssssassns 20
RESEARCH METHOD ......coouiiinniiinniiinniicnniecssneessssecssseessssesssssesssssesssssssssse 20
3.1 Research Method ... 20



32,1 D8LA ciiniiii et et e et e e 20
3.2.2 Dt SOUICE c.euuiiiiiiiiiiiii ettt ettt et et st ce e s era e eanes 21

3.3 Data ColleCting ProCedUIE ......cceuuiiiuiiiiiiiiiieieiie ettt ettt eteeeeeeeeen e 21
3.4 Data AnalySing ProCedUIe ......cc.viiiiiiiiiiiieece e 22
CHAPTER IV ..iiiiiiinnriinsnsnnnicsssssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssasss 23
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION ...cuuuiiicrissnnnccssssnressssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss 23
4.1 FiNdings ..ocovvieniinnenssammma BT e oo IREREE s o e vs s evssenssenssenssenssenssensse 23
4.2 Representation of Dark Humor in Family GUY ........cccvviviiiiiiiiniineineiieiininnanne, 23
4.3 Semiotic Signs and Codes in FAMILY GUY ..cueueieiiuiiiiiiiiiiiiieieiieeeeeeeeeeeaannes 24
4.3.1 Child Sexualization and Predatory Behavior........cccccovvvviiiiiiiiiieniiniennnnnen. 24
4.3.2 Racialized Violence Against Children .......cccccooveeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiienieenneen. 37
4.3.3 Physical Assault Toward Children.........cceeeeeiiiiiiiiiiriiiiieieeeeeeeeeeennens 39
4.3.4 Institutional Neglect and Power Imbalance ........ccoceviviniiiiiiiienieniennnnnen. 54
4.3.5 Subversion of HEroiSM .....c...viveuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciiecte ettt e 60
CHAPTER V .S TR ...... 00 ... (S, SR........cccnvnonenlee 63
CONCLUSION .. 63
511 Congelusiofiss... . “SHmuuseny . S5 . . . oo | oo, B 63
B2 SU g S ON e . . Y . . . o . o c.oceee ol 64
REFERENCES .. 66



LIST OF FIGURES

Picture 2.3 1 Theoretical Framework...........cccoeevvieeiiieniiieeieceee e 19
Picture 4.3.1 1 Herbert’s Trap .....c.eeeeveeeciieeieeeeeeeee et 25
Picture 4.3.1 2 Incestuous Tragedy ........cceeveeriierieeiiieiiecieeee e 27
Picture 4.3.1 3 Stewie’s Lollipop Incident...........coecveeviiiiiieniieniienieeieeeeeeeeee 29
Picture 4.3.1 4 Herbert Lures Children to His Basement.............cccccceevvevvrennennen. 31
Picture 4.3.1 5 Herbert Kidnaps African Child...........ccccoeeieniiiiieniiiieeeeeee, 33
Picture 4.3.1 6 Peter Gets Molested.......oeouiveeiirieniiniinierieieeeeeeeeee e 35
Picture 4.3.2 1 Asian Kid Doing Seppukul ........cc.oeviiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiieeeceieeee 37
Picture 4.3.3 1 Peter Throws Hot Soup at Meg........cccceeiiiiinieniineinenicniceene 40
Picture 4.3.3 2 Lois Chokes ChIiS........cccouiieiiiieiiieciieeciee et esiree e e 41
Picture 4.3.3 3 Peter Hits Meg With a Baseball Bat ... 43
Picture 4.3.3 4 Peter Kicks LUCY.....cccovieiiiiiiiiiiieieciececeee e 45
Picture 4.3.3 5 Peter Beats up @ Kid.......ccoooviiiieiiiiiiiiiiiiicececceeee e 47
Picture 4.3.3 6 Lois Ran Over a Child ..........ccoeiiiiiiniiiiiieeeeee 48
Picture 4.3.3 7 Peter Kicks @ Choir BOY ....ccccccvveiiiieiiieiiiiiieniceecieceeee e 50
Picture 4.3.3 8 Stewie’s Evil Clone Beats Him...........ccccceeeiiiiiiieiniiciec e 51
Picture 4.3.3 9 A kid Choked on a Glue-like-candy..........ccccovoviiiiiniinniininnene 53
Picture 4.3.4 1 Stewie Frozen in His ROOM .........cccceiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicicceeeee 54
Picture 4.3.4 2 Stewie’s Ears Impaled With Knitting Needles..............cccccceuenene. 56
Picture 4.3.4 3 John Goodman Starves His Family .........ccccoocvvvviiiiniiinnniiiiee 58
Picture 4.3.5 1 Herbert Kidnaps Chris Using a Firefighter Uniform.................... 61

Xi



	48166bbdb28e22e0c84cdc9488448f1816489d603d40619f34595789305a911b.pdf
	19541ef9b54adc02ae4f3e6edd93c6670cfdd3b90e80ca4987e471f9ad29d48d.pdf
	2a9eff047ed0fa188feaec7f178bfc04ed886d39c9e32d5fe8efbc4789fd047a.pdf
	48166bbdb28e22e0c84cdc9488448f1816489d603d40619f34595789305a911b.pdf

